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What is Evidence Aid?

A co-ordinated initiative to 

improve effective and 

timely access to 

systematic review 

evidence to aid decision-

making before, during 

and after disasters and 

other humanitarian 

emergencies to improve 

health outcomes
Christchurch earthquake 2011 



Why Evidence Aid?

•Will help people in natural 
disasters and humanitarian 
emergencies choose effective 
strategies and avoid those that 
are ineffective.
•Aims to provide knowledge for 
resource poor settings more 
generally.
•Aims to save lives, reduce 
morbidity and enable people and 
communities to recover more 
quickly and efficiently.

Central Philippines November 

2013 Typhoon Haiyan
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Examples of how evidence can 

inform decisions

• Tap water to cleanse acute wounds

• Psychological debriefing

• Water quality interventions to prevent 

diarrhoea

• Tissue adhesives for simple traumatic 

lacerations



There is no evidence that using tap water (compared with 
normal saline or no cleansing) to clean acute wounds in 
adults increases infection and some evidence that it 
reduces it (30 studies). In the absence of safe tap water, 
boiled and cooled water as well as distilled water can be 
used as wound cleansing agents. 



Single session psychological debriefing typically involves 
recollection of the trauma and subsequent feelings.

PTSD – being bothered by memories of the disaster.



There is no evidence that single-session individual 
psychological debriefing is a useful treatment for the 
prevention of PTSD after traumatic incidents. 

After the 2004 tsunami this evidence was used to develop  
counsellor training for one of the worst hit areas of Tamil 
Nadu, the state with the largest number of casualties in 
India. “Brief debriefing” was not used.



Interventions to improve water quality are 
generally effective in preventing diarrhoea, 
and interventions to improve water quality 
at the household level are more effective 
than those at the source



Simple traumatic lacerations

• Tissue adhesives have been used for many 

years to close simple lacerations 

• Case studies … randomised controlled trials

• Tissue adhesives vs. sutures, staples, 

adhesive strips.



What might be expected in a specific 

setting: can tissue adhesives be used for 

traumatic lacerations in children and adults?

Ranting Rugby/Stormers/Cheetahs

What are the potential harms/benefits in using for 

traumatic lacerations in an emergency setting?



Findings

• Tissue adhesives are an acceptable 

alternative to standard wound closure 

for repairing simple traumatic 

lacerations in an emergency setting

• Reduce pain and time of procedure



Evidence to decisions



Trade offs and decision-making

What other types of information do you need?

• Most studies do not take place in a crisis affected 

environment 

• Need knowledge of the physical, political, social and 

other characteristics of the  environment which may 

impact on the effectiveness of humanitarian 

intervention

• Health care professionals have to adapt standards 

and the way they deliver heath care

. 



Evidence Aid survey of humanitarian 
workers, agencies and donors 2010-2011

Have you used systematic reviews as a 
source of evidence in decision-making?

Yes

No

Not sure



Evidence Aid survey

50% stressed the need for context



Why do we need this evidence?

• Decision makers need to know what 
works, what doesn’t work and what 
remains unproven

• Millions of people are affected by disasters 
every year

• Avoid the risk of mistakes

• Billions of dollars are spent on disaster risk 
reduction or resilience, planning, response 
and recovery



An international project to improve access to 

knowledge in disaster risk reduction, planning, 

response and recovery. It will help by 

connecting data on the availability of resources 
and personnel, needs and effectiveness.

Available, 
needed and 

effective  
interventions



www.EvidenceAid.org

DisasterBioethics.com

EvidenceAid@Cochrane.org




