
Dear [insert name], 

 

We expect you will recall from our last newsletter that we worked with members of Cochrane and 

Wiley alongside Kevin Pottie and Leo Ho on a new collection of evidence titled ‘The health of 

refugees and asylum seekers in Europe’ which we believe is an important topic at this time. You will 

see below that we have updated the collection with a number of relevant systematic reviews. Some 

of those reviews were published in The Lancet as pay per view articles, but Elsevier has kindly 

granted open access through the collection.  

 

We also have just published an exciting new blog by Dr Phil Davies. Phil is a Trustee of Evidence Aid, 
the Executive Director of Oxford Evidentia, and previously the Head of the London office of 3ie, the 
International Initiative for Impact Evaluation. The blog poses the question ‘What is evidence?’  
 

We also are delighted to share an update of our activities around the World Humanitarian Summit 

which will take place in May 2016 in Istanbul and news of additions to our resources page on the 

website.  

 

Please share this newsletter with your friends and colleagues and ask them to let us know if they 

would like to receive it directly in the future, so that we can add them to the distribution list. 

 

New resource update - The health of refugees and asylum seekers in Europe 

Evidence Aid is providing accessible information on the particular health issues that impact this 

population most. In our last newsletter we informed you that we identified country guidelines and 

brought them together on a single page. Our most up to date additions to the website are the 

following systematic reviews: ‘Estimating infectious disease in UK asylum seekers and refugees: a 

systematic review of prevalence studies’; ‘Prevalence of serious mental disorder in 7000 refugees 

resettled in western countries: a systematic review’; ‘The physical health status, service utilisation 

and barriers to accessing care for asylum seekers residing in the community: a systematic review of 

the literature’; ‘Asylum seekers, violence and health: a systematic review of research in high-income 

host countries’; ‘Mental health of displaced and refugee children resettled in high-income countries: 

risk and protective factors’; and ‘Mental health of displaced and refugee children resettled in low 

and middle-income countries: risk and protective factors’. 

 
To access the collection and read the systematic reviews, click here.  

 

New blog – What is Evidence 

It is customary nowadays to hear and read about evidence-based activities, whether it is medicine, 
education, public policy or humanitarian aid. But what is evidence? Phil Davies, discusses the 
question in his blog, an excerpt of which is below:  
 
Evidence is information or data that helps us understand a problem, or support – or reject - a 
proposition or hypothesis.  Evidence can be in the form of quantitative or qualitative data, and can 
be collected using experimental or naturalistic methods of inquiry. If you want to know the nature 
and magnitude of a problem in a population, and what is driving the problem, the relevant evidence 
might take the form of statistical data from population surveys collected by national and 
international agencies, or location-specific surveys collected by researchers in the field. You will also 
need administrative data, such as admissions to clinics and hospitals if the problem is health related, 
and qualitative data from interviews with personnel working at the ‘coal face’ of the problem and its 
manifestations. 
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To read more of the blog, click here.  
 
Evidence Aid and the World Humanitarian Summit, May 2016 

Evidence Aid will be attending the World Humanitarian Summit (WHS) which is being held in Istanbul 

in May 2016. We are also leading on an initiative around the WHS titled the Evidence Lounge, in 

support of an evidence-based approach to humanitarian action, aiming to enhance the generation, 

use and dissemination of evidence. The Evidence Lounge will start as an online initiative to build 

momentum toward the WHS, where we have proposed a side event and a stand at the Exhibition 

fair. It is a multi-stakeholder initiative that aims to leave lasting impact, organised in collaboration 

with almost 20 organisations, such as Oxfam, ALNAP, Feinstein International Center at The Friedman 

School of Nutrition at Tufts University, International Rescue Committee and London School of 

Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. Recently, Professor Mukesh Kapila CBE, Special Adviser World 

Humanitarian Summit, has also expressed his support for our initiative.  

 

By Friday 18 March, Evidence Aid should know if the proposals have been successful, and in the 

meantime we are creating a website hosted by one of the partners to start the online part of the 

Evidence Lounge. The plan is that the online part will also include an online community based on 

Slack (https://slack.com/)  

 

This initiative is an incredible collaboration with the following partners and supporters: 

Partners: Oxfam / Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute, University of Manchester / 

International Rescue Committee / Public Health in Humanitarian Crises Group, London School of 

Hygiene and Tropical Medicine / Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in 

Humanitarian Action / Centre for Education and Research in Humanitarian Action / International 

Initiative for Impact Evaluation (3ie) / Feinstein International Center at The Friedman School of 

Nutrition Science and Policy at Tufts University. 

Supporters: Centre for Development and Emergency Practice, Oxford Brookes University / Cochrane 

/ Collaborating Centre for Oxford University and The Chinese University of Hong Kong for Disaster 

and Medical Humanitarian Response / IMPACT Initiatives / Georgetown University / The Sphere 

Project / The Assessment Capacities Project / Groupe URD / UK Department for International 

Development. 

 

Evidence Aid resources 

Do you know of systematic reviews related to the humanitarian sector that are relevant to health? If 
so, please let us know about them. We have worked with publishers to achieve open access to some 
pay per view reviews if you use the link on the Evidence Aid Resources page. Our most recent 
additions to our resource of systematic reviews are ‘Oral iron supplements for children in malaria-
endemic areas’; Systematic review of the evidence on the effectiveness of sexual and reproductive 
health interventions in humanitarian crises; and ‘Social determinants of mid- to long-term disaster 
impacts on health’. To read these reviews, or search all of our resources click here. 
 
Upcoming conferences 

Both Claire and Jeroen will be attending the World Humanitarian Summit (see above) in May 2016, 

and Evidence Live in June which is organised by the Centre for Evidence-Based Medicine (University 

of Oxford). 

 

Communications 

http://www.evidenceaid.org/what-is-evidence/
http://www.evidenceaid.org/resources


You can follow us on Twitter (@EvidenceAid), on our Facebook page (Evidence Aid), via the website 

[http://ww.evidenceaid.org], and on LinkedIn (Evidence Aid). If you would like to contact us by e-

mail, please write to info@evidenceaid.org. 

 

We hope you’ve found this bulletin to be informative and helpful. If you would prefer not receive 

further bulletins, please let us know. 

 

With best wishes 

The Evidence Aid team 

(Claire Allen, Mike Clarke, Jeroen Jansen and Dominic Mellon) 
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