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Evidence Aid is a co-ordinated, 
international initiative to improve access 
to systematic reviews on the effects of 
interventions and actions of relevance 
before, during and after natural disasters 
and other humanitarian emergencies, so 
as to improve health-related outcomes. 
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13. Advisory Board 

The Advisory Board for Evidence Aid grew out of the work done following the Indian 
Ocean Tsunami and was initially made up of members of The Cochrane 
Collaboration, reflecting that early work; with a core of Mike Clarke, Paul Garner, 
Sally Green, Pisake Lumbiganon and Prathap Tharyan. The Board has grown since 
then, and we are grateful for the continuing input of members and to those who 
have stood down. The current membership of the Advisory Board is listed below: 

Jonathan Abrahams, Technical Office – Disaster Risk Management, Emergency Risk 
Management and Humanitarian Response Dept, World Health Organization, Switzerland 
Virginia Barbour, Chief Editor, PLOS Medicine, UK 
Jan Clarkson, Co-ordinating Editor, Cochrane Oral Health Group, UK 
Declan Devane, Chair of Midwifery, National University of Ireland Galway, Ireland 
Emmanuel D’Harcourt, Senior Health Director, International Rescue Committee 
Caroline Fiennes, Director, Giving Evidence 
Paul Garner, Professor of tropical public health, Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, UK 
Saurabh Gupta, Consultant in Public Health (locum), Public Health England, UK 
Carl Heneghan, Director Centre for Evidence Based Medicine and Clinical Reader, Dept of 
Primary Care Health Sciences, University of Oxford, UK 
Youping Li, Director, Chinese Cochrane Centre, China 
Malcolm MacLachlan, Professor of Psychology, Centre for Global Health & School of 
Psychology, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland 
Virginia Murray, Head of Extreme Events and Health Protection, Public Health England, UK 
Deborah Pentesco-Gilbert, Publisher, The Cochrane Library, Wiley-Blackwell, UK 
Niall Roche, WASH/Environmental Health Specialist and Adjunct Assistant Professor, 
Centre for Global Health, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland 
Bill Summerskill, Senior Executive Editor, The Lancet, UK 
Prathap Tharyan, Director, South Asian Cochrane Centre, India 
David Tovey, Editor in Chief, The Cochrane Collaboration, UK 
Philippe Vandekerckhove, CEO, Belgian Red Cross-Flanders 

Profile of Niall Roche, member of the Evidence Aid Advisory Board 

Niall Roche is an Environmental Health Officer 
by background but has worked in the area of 
Humanitarian Action since 1991 when he 
volunteered with the Irish based NGO 
Concern Worldwide. Initially he worked with 
Khmer refugees in Thailand and spent several 
years based overseas responding to the 
humanitarian and WASH (Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene) needs of communities in 
Cambodia, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Somalia,  
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Afghanistan and South Sudan. Following this he spent six years based at the Concern 
HQ in Dublin engaged in providing technical support on Environmental Health to all 
countries of operation and engaging in the first phase of emergency response to 
earthquakes, cyclones, floods, conflict and even volcanic eruptions in places such as 
Kosovo, India, Mozambique, Pakistan and northern Iraq to name a few.  

Niall now works as a part-time consultant either engaged in the evaluation of 
humanitarian action or deploying in emergency response through a number of 
rosters he is on. For instance he is currently a member of the Irish Governments 
Rapid Response Corps.  Recent field trips include a short deployment to Turkey to 
support the WASH needs of Syrians inside northern Syria and two evaluations in 
Pakistan to assess the impact of Shelter and WASH responses by Alliance2015 (a 
consortium of European based NGOs) in parts of Pakistan following floods and 
conflict.  

His other role is that of part-time lecturer at a number of Irish, UK and Danish 
institutions. Key academic roles include Adjunct Assistant Professor with the Centre 
for Global Health at Trinity College Dublin where he runs an Environmental Health 
and Climate Change module and Adjunct Lecturer on the Masters in Humanitarian 
Action at University College Dublin where he runs the Public Health module. Periodic 
clients would include RedR (Registered Engineers for Disaster Relief) for example 
where he recently a facilitated a new Urban WASH in Emergencies Course at the 
RedR offices in London.  

Being a part of Evidence Aid is important for both of Niall’s roles, either as a field 
worker or lecturer. In the field he has struggled to find the evidence base for actions 
taken in emergency response and has also struggled to verify that data presented as 
evidence of impact and outcomes are valid. Invariably large sums of money are being 
spent doing lots of activity but currently there is insufficient emphasis to demonstrate 
that money was spent wisely delivering the maximum impact. For example Niall 
would like to see greater emphasis within WASH on hygiene promotion and the 
promotion of handwashing with soap in particular or greater emphasis being placed 
on establishing the inter-relationship between WASH and Nutrition. In many cases 
the evidence based around the value of WASH is suggestive or weak and he would 
like to see more robust evidence available to support his view that WASH delivers 
more bang for your public health “buck”, especially if focused on the under 5s. 

“As an advocate of ‘prevention is better than cure’ and the role Environmental Health plays in 
addressing public health priorities in humanitarian action, Evidence Aid has a vital role to play 
in helping decision makers make the right decisions based on facts not myths or assumptions. 

For example, I want to know if WASH interventions can affect tropical enteropathy as the 
current evidence is weak (DFID Evidence Paper on WASH, May 2013).” 

Niall Roche: Independent Consultant in Humanitarian Aid 
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14. Getting involved 

If you would like to find out more about Evidence Aid, or to get involved in our work, 
please contact us. You can do so by the following routes: 

By e-mail: info@evidenceaid.org 
By following us on Twitter: @EvidenceAid 
On Facebook: Evidence Aid 
On LinkedIn: Evidence Aid or Claire Allen 
By telephone: +44 (0) 1865 310138 (Claire Allen) 
Through our website: www.evidenceaid.org 

Some ways to help are: 

• providing your input through the online Evidence Aid Needs Assessment survey  
• helping to identify gaps in the knowledge and prioritizing the uncertainties that 

should be addressed by Evidence Aid 
• providing lists of research priorities for your organisation and encouraging others 

to share details of their operational research priorities with Evidence Aid 
• inviting members of the Evidence Aid team to your organisation (we are happy 

to come and talk about our work) 
• piloting Evidence Aid resources 
• preparing and maintaining relevant systematic reviews 
• identifying funding opportunities to ensure the sustainability and development of 

Evidence Aid 
• helping implement our multi-lingual policy 
• advocating for Evidence Aid wherever you are able to. 

 
You can read about Shona Lang's experience of volunteering to work with Evidence 
Aid below. 

 
 
“Having worked for two decades as a cell biologist researching the spread of cancer 
and tissue development, I had recently changed careers to systematic reviewing in 
clinical research. Systematic reviewing aims to answer a question by identifying all 
evidence relating to a specific question, evaluating how good that evidence is and 
summarising the results. It is a useful tool for decision-making processes. At the time I 
was looking for ways to diversify my skills and to answer important questions. 
Volunteering with Evidence Aid has enabled me to do just this. I have worked on a 
range of projects: looking for funding opportunities, writing grant applications, 
contributing to systematic reviews, summarising existing evidence for the Evidence Aid 
website, mobile phone technology and email design. I enjoy working with the Evidence 
Aid team, they are an enthusiastic and positive bunch, who make lots happen. Funding 
is a major issue for Evidence Aid. Coming from a cancer research background it is 
surprising to me how little funding is available for Evidence Aid, a project which stands 
to benefit thousands of people worldwide, in a climate of increasing natural disasters. 

Volunteering can be hard. However it is not difficult to be motivated to contribute to 
such a worthwhile project, especially one that appears so financially precarious.” 
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